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into the air, and expired shortly after. His comrades
had the poor satisfaction of subsequently killing the
animal. Notwithstanding this unfortunate accident,
they continue to pursue so dangerous a sport with
as much avidity as ever. Wild cheetas and hyenas,
too, are by no means uncommon. The first night
of my stay at Mr. N.Js, a hyena entered the com-
pound and came close up to my tent. Men, dogs
and guns were hastily in requisition, but the animal
escaped.
A grand bachelor's  ball was   in preparation, to
which I had the honour of being appointed florist:
the apartments   were   decorated  with   flowers  and
the verandah   laid  out with groves  of orange and
citron trees,   and   bowers  of myrtle  artificially  cut
and arranged; a large concourse of elegant ladies,
however,  formed by  far the most charming portion
of the ornaments.    I could not help observing that
the  great   majority   of  the  ladies   were   unmarried,
which   is  generally   found to be  the case amid  the
gay assemblages  of  Europeans in India.    We  had
a strong muster of Portuguese musicians from Poonah
who  struck  up  quadrills,  waltzes, Scotch reels, and
country  dances  with   great  spirit.    The coolness of
the weather, combined with the spirit-stirring strings
of   the   performers,   soon   lighted the  beam in the
eye  and led on the festive dance.    The supper was
sumptuous,   and   (according   to the phraseology of
the gentlemen  of the press)  the wines gave general
satisfaction.
I took  my  leave   of   the   Mahableishwar   hills
with regret; and, after a stay of four days, resumed